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NEW YORK STATE 
POLL 

June 6-11, 2008 
Total N = 1,062  
Registered N = 931  
 
Results are based on the total statewide sample unless otherwise noted. 
An asterisk indicates registered respondents.  
 

TRENDS ARE BASED ON NEW YORK TIMES POLLS EXCEPT:  
NEW YORK TIMES/CBS NEWS POLLS: OCT. 1998 - OCT. 2000, SEPT. 2006  
NEW YORK TIMES/WCBS-TV POLLS: SEPT. 1994 & OCT. 1994 

 
1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way David Paterson is handling his job as Governor? 
 
                 Approve   Disapprove   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08  49          16         36 
 
2. Do you think things in New York State are generally going in the right direction or do 
you feel things have pretty seriously gotten off on the wrong track? 
 
            Right direction   Wrong track   DK/NA 
  
6/6-11/08  28             59          13 
 
3. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Charles Schumer is handling his job as United 
States Senator? 
                 Approve   Disapprove   DK/NA 
 
10/12-16/02   51          15        34  
2/4-13/05    63          16        21  
9/24-27/06   60          18        22  
6/6-11/08     54          23        23  
 
4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Hillary Rodham Clinton is handling her job as 
United States Senator? 
 
                      Approve   Disapprove   DK/NA 
 
10/12-16/02   58         29        13 
2/4-13/05     69         21        10 
9/24-27/06    70         23         7 
6/6-11/08     61         30     9 
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5. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Andrew Cuomo is handling his job as State 
Attorney General? 
                      Approve   Disapprove   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08     58        16         26 
 
7. Do you approve or disapprove of the way the New York State Legislature  
in Albany is handling its job?  
    
                 Approve   Disapprove   DK/NA 
 
2/4-13/05    32          47        21  
9/24-27/06   35          38        27  
6/6-11/08    29          47        23  
 
8. Of all the problems facing New York State, which one do you want Governor Paterson to 
concentrate on MOST?  
 
                9/29-    10/26-   4/26-    10/1-   10/12-   9/24-   6/6- 
              10/2/94*1  29/94*1   30/95*2   6/98*1  15/02*1  27/061  11/08  
                                                     
Poverty                             1         -      2        2       1 
Immigration                                                   2       2 
Guns               1 
Environment                                   2      2        1       1 
Education        5         5       11        23     19       17       9 
Elderly                             3         2      1        1       - 
Welfare          5         4       12         4      1        1       - 
Medicaid/Medicare                                             2       - 
Health care      1         2        3         4      2        4       5 
Reform Albany                                                 1       1 
Housing                                                       4       4 
Economy          5         8        3         7     23        5      11 
Budget deficit   3         3        7         2      1        1       2 
Unemployment    12         8        9         7     18        9       8 
Taxes           21        23       12        19      9       17      19 
Crime           26        25       13         7      1        5       3 
Drugs               1 
Police              1 
Gas prices                                                    1      12 
Gay marriage             1 
Terrorism                                            2        3       - 
Other            2         1        4         4     10       10       7 
DK/NA            7         6        8        13      9       14      11 
 
1 Question read: Of all the problems facing New York State, which one do you want the next governor to 
concentrate on MOST?  
2 Question read: Of all the problems facing New York State, which one do you want Governor Pataki to concentrate 
on MOST?  
 
9. How would you rate the condition of the New York State economy these days? Is it very 
good, fairly good, fairly bad or very bad? 
 
                Very good   Fairly good   Fairly bad   Very bad   DK/NA 
 
9/29-10/2/94*  1             37           37           23       2 
10/28-29/94*  1             34           41           23       2 
10/1-6/98*   8             68           16            5       3 
10/21-25/98* 10             66           16            7       2 
10/12-16/02*  1             41           41           14       2 
2/4-13/05     3             46           29           18       4 
9/24-27/06     2             58           26           11       3 
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6/6-11/08     2             31           38           28       2 



 
 4 

10. As you may know, the control of the state legislature is currently divided, with 
Republicans controlling the State Senate and Democrats controlling the Assembly. Which of 
the following statements is closer to your opinion? 1. To get more things done, I would 
like to see the State Senate and the Assembly controlled by the same party, or 2. I prefer 
the State Senate and the Assembly to be controlled by different parties, so they can 
balance each other out. 
 
 
 
                Same party  Different party   DK/NA 

6/6-11/08     34            60              5 
 
11. Which comes closest to your view? Gay couples should be allowed to legally marry, OR 
gay couples should be allowed to form civil unions but not legally marry, OR there should 
be no legal recognition of a gay couple's relationship?  
 
             Legally marry   Civil unions   No legal recognition  DK/NA 
 
2/4-13/05  32            32                   30             6   
9/24-27/06   36            30                   28             6   
6/6-11/08  38            28                   29             5   
 
12. How common do you think corruption is in New York State government - is it  
widespread, or is it limited to a few isolated incidents? 
 
 
 

         Widespread      Isolated        DK/NA 

6/6-11/08     52            42              6 
 
13.  Do you think corruption in government is a part of the way things work in New York 
State, or do you think the state government can be run without corruption? 
 
               Part of the way    Government can run 
                things work       without corruption   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08     31              64              5 
 
16. Do you think David Paterson has more honesty and integrity than most people in public 
life, or not? If NO, ASK: Do you think David Paterson has less honesty and integrity than 
most people in public life or about the same honesty and integrity as most people in 
public life? 
                 More  Less  Same  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08  42  5 22  31 
 
17. How much do you think David Paterson cares about the needs and problems of people like 
yourself - a lot, some, not much, or not at all? 
 
                A lot   Some   Not much   Not at all   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08    26      42       13          5         13 
 
18. Do you think David Paterson has the right kind of experience to be a good governor, or 
not? 
                  Yes   No   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08  58 18 24 
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19. Do you have confidence in David Paterson's ability to deal with a serious crisis or 
are you uneasy about his approach? 
 
               Confident     Uneasy      DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08  46  33  21 
 
20. Do you think David Paterson has strong qualities of leadership, or not?  
 
                  Yes   No   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08  59 18 22 
 
21. How much confidence do you have in David Paterson’s ability to bring new jobs to New 
York   —  a lot, some, not much or none at all?  
 
                A lot  Some  Not much  None  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08 12 53 19  7 10 
 
22. How much confidence do you have in David Paterson’s ability to work with lawmakers to 
balance the state’s budget — a lot, some, not much or none at all?  
 
                A lot  Some  Not much  None  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08 22 53 12  5  9 
 
23. How much confidence do you have in David Paterson’s ability to work with the 
Republicans in Albany  —  a lot, some, not much or none at all?  
 
                A lot  Some  Not much  None  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08 24 51 13  4  9 
 
24. How much confidence do you have in David Paterson’s ability to reduce property taxes — 
a lot, some, not much or none at all?  
 
                A lot  Some  Not much  None  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08  9 37 31 14 10 
 
27. Under New York State law, gay couples cannot marry. Recently, David Paterson ordered 
state agencies to recognize same-sex marriages performed in other jurisdictions, like 
Massachusetts, California and Canada.  Do you favor or oppose New York State recognizing 
same-sex marriages performed in other jurisdictions?  
 
                Favor Oppose  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08  48 46  6 
 
28. As you may know, David Paterson has admitted to several extramarital affairs. Does 
that affect your opinion of him, or not?  IF YES, ASK: Does it make you think better of 
him or worse of him?  
 
           Better       Worse    No effect     DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08   3  24  70  3  
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Some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you registered to vote in the 
election district where you now live, or aren't you?  
 
                 Yes    No     
 
6/6-11/08    83    17       
 
29. How much attention have you been able to pay to the 2008 presidential campaign -- a 
lot, some, not much, or no attention so far? 
 
 
 
               A lot   Some   Not much   None at all   DK/NA 

6/6-11/08  56  31  10  2  - 
 
30. Is your opinion of Hillary Clinton favorable, not favorable, undecided or haven't you 
heard enough about Hillary Clinton yet to have an opinion? QUESTIONS 30-32 WERE ROTATED.  
  
             Favorable   Not favorable   Undecided   DK enough   Refused 
3/8-14/99*  52             22           16          9         2   
10/23-28/99* 37             38           19          5         - 
2/16-22/00*  39             37           20          4         1 
4/1-5/00*  39             31           21          8         1 
6/4-10/00*  45             31           19          4         1 
9/14-19/00*  48             32           14          5         1 
10/25-28/00* 50             33           12          4         1 
9/24-27/06*  53             31           15          2         - 
6/6-11/08*  51             33           13          2         1 
 
31. Is your opinion of Barack Obama favorable, not favorable, undecided, or haven't you 
heard enough about Barack Obama yet to have an opinion? QUESTIONS 30-32 WERE ROTATED. 
 
             Favorable   Not favorable   Undecided   DK enough   Refused 
 
6/6-11/08*  44             24           25          7         - 
 
32. Is your opinion of John McCain favorable, not favorable, undecided, or haven't you 
heard enough about John McCain yet to have an opinion?              
 
               Favorable   Not favorable   Undecided   DK enough   Refused 
 
6/6-11/08*  23             44           25          7         - 
 
33. If the 2008 presidential election were being held today and the candidates were Barack 
Obama, the Democrat, and John McCain, the Republican, would you vote for Barack Obama or 
John McCain? CANDIDATE NAMES WERE ROTATED. 
 
              Obama   McCain   Other (vol.)   Won't vote (vol.)   Depends (vol.)   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08* 51   32 1   3   4   8 
 
35. How would you describe the tone of Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign?  Would you 
say it was mostly positive or mostly negative in tone?      
 
               Positive   Negative   Both equal   DK/NA  
 
6/6-11/08*  59        31            5          6 
 
36. During the course of the presidential campaign do you think either Hillary Clinton or 
Bill Clinton used race in an offensive way or didn't they use race in an offensive way? 
 
                  Yes   No   Only Hillary   Only Bill     DK/NA 
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6/6-11/08*  23 65  1  2  8 
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37. Is your opinion of Michael Bloomberg favorable, not favorable, undecided, or haven't 
you heard enough about Michael Bloomberg yet to have an opinion? 
 
                            Not                  Haven't         
              Favorable  favorable  Undecided  heard enough  Refused 
 
6/6-11/08*   44        14        19           22          1  
 
38. Is your opinion of Andrew Cuomo favorable, not favorable, undecided or haven't you 
heard enough about Andrew Cuomo yet to have an opinion?  
  
               Favorable   Not favorable   Undecided   DK enough   Refused 
 
9/24-27/06*  26             20            34          20         1      
6/6-11/08*  38             10            26          25         1  
 
39. Is your opinion of Rudolph Giuliani favorable, not favorable, undecided or haven't you 
heard enough about Rudolph Giuliani yet to have an opinion? 
 
              Favorable Not favorable Undecided  DK enough  Refused 
 
4/26-30/95*   39         24        19           16         2 
10/1-6/98*        43         22        19           15         2 
3/8-14/99*        34         28        20           18         - 
10/23-28/99*      39         34        17           10         1 
2/16-22/00*       39         36        17            7         1 
4/1-5/00*         32         39        18           10         1 
6/4-10/00*        48         33        14            4         1 
6/6-11/08*        41         35        17            6         - 
  
40. Is your opinion of David Paterson favorable, not favorable, undecided or haven't you 
heard enough about David Paterson yet to have an opinion?  
  
               Favorable   Not favorable   Undecided   DK enough   Refused 
 
6/6-11/08*  45             10            23          22         -  
 
41. Is your opinion of Thomas Suozzi favorable, not favorable, undecided or haven't you 
heard enough about Thomas Suozzi yet to have an opinion?  
  
               Favorable   Not favorable   Undecided   DK enough   Refused 
 
6/6-11/08*   9              6            14          71         1  
 
58. Is your opinion of Bill Clinton favorable, not favorable, undecided or haven't you 
heard enough about Bill Clinton yet to have an opinion? 
  
             Favorable   Not favorable   Undecided   DK enough   Refused 
 
10/23-28/99*    53             33           11          1         1 
2/16-22/00*     57             34            8          -         1 
4/1-5/00*       56             28           13          2         1 
6/4-10/00*      55             34           10          -         1 
6/6-11/08       53             30           14          2         1 
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68. How much have you heard or read about former Governor Eliot Spitzer's involvement as a 
client in a prostitution ring -- a lot, some, not much or nothing at all?      
 
                A lot   Some   Not much   Not at all   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08    52      34         9         4          1 
 
69. From what you know, when law enforcement officials pursued Elliot Spitzer, were they 
mostly being fair or unfair?  
 
                Fair   Unfair     DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08    72 17  11 
 
70. Eliot Spitzer resigned three days after being implicated as a client in a prostitution 
ring. Do you think Elliot Spitzer should have remained in office until more of the facts 
in the case were known or was it right for him to resign when he did? 
   
              Should have remained in office      Right to have resigned   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08      22      75  4 
 
71. Do you think it was in the best interests of New York State for Eliot Spitzer to 
resign last March, or would it have been better if Eliot Spitzer finished his term as 
governor? 
                 Best to resign   Best to finish term     DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08     70   23   7 
 
74. My last few questions are for background only. Compared to four years ago, in general, 
is your family's financial situation better today, worse today, or about the same as four 
years ago?  
               Better   Worse   Same    DK/NA 
 
9/24-27/06  29      25      43      2   
6/6-11/08  22      42      35      1   
 
Did you vote in the election for Governor in 2006, did something prevent you from voting, 
or did you choose not to vote in the election for Governor in 1998? IF VOTED, ASK: Did you 
vote for George Pataki or H. Carl McCall? 
 
                                    Voted, won't say  
                Spitzer    Faso     for whom or other    Didn't vote  DK/NA  
  
6/6-11/08*  53       12             3               28       4 
 
76. Are you registered in a specific party? IF YES, ASK: What party are you registered in 
the Republican party, the Democratic party, the Conservative party, the Working Families 
party, or something else? 
 
                 Rep   Dem   Cons   WFP Other  No  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08*  22 46      2     -      4   24    2   
 
 
77. IF DEMOCRATIC, ASK: Did you vote in the 2008 Democratic primary for President?  
IF YES, ASK: Did you vote for Hillary Clinton, John Edwards, or Barack Obama?  
   
                Clinton    Edwards   Obama  Other  Didn't vote  DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08*  33     4     23     1     36     3   
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Are you the parent or guardian of a child under 18 that lives with you? 
 
              Yes    No   DK/NA   
 
6/6-11/08  34 65     1 
 
78. IF PARENT, ASK: Are your children currently enrolled in public school, or private 
school or parochial school?  
                                              Public    Not  
                 Public  Private  Parochial  & other  School age   Other   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08         63       12        5          2       17           1       1 
 
 
Are you now married, widowed, divorced, separated, or have you never been married? 
 
                Married  Widowed   Divorced   Separated   Never married   DK/NA  
  
6/6-11/08   49        9        8           2             31          1 
 
 
Generally speaking, do you usually consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, an 
Independent, or what? 
 
 
 
                 Republican   Democrat   Independent   DK/NA 

6/6-11/08   19   46    27    8   
 
 
How would you describe your views on most political matters? Generally do you think of 
yourself as liberal, moderate, or conservative?  
 
 
 
                  Liberal   Moderate   Conservative   DK/NA  

6/6-11/08      30         37          27           6  
 
 
What is your religious preference today? 
 
       Protestant   Catholic   Jewish   Muslim  Other    None   DK/NA 
 
6/6-11/08         31          39         5       1       6        11      7 
 
 
What was the last grade in school you completed? 
 
                     Not a                  Some  College  
                   H.S. grad   H.S. grad  college  grad   Post grad  Refused  
 
6/6/-11/08       8            34       25      19       13          1 
 
 
How old are you? 
 
 
                   18-29    30-44    45-64    Over 64    Refused 

6/6-11/08     21       28       33        17        1 
 
 
Are you of Hispanic origin or descent, or not? 
 
 
 
               Hispanic   Not Hispanic   Interviewed in Spanish   DK/NA 

6/6-11/08     14          84                   2               1 
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Are you white, black, or some other race? 
 
 
 
                  White   Black   Asian   Other   Refused  

6/6/-11/08      70       15      3      10        2 
 
 
Was your TOTAL family income in 2004 UNDER or OVER $50,000? IF UNDER, ASK: Was it under 
$15,000, between $15,000 and $30,000 or was it between $30,000 and $50,000? IF OVER, ASK: Was 
it between $50,000 and $75,000, or between $75,000 and $100,000, or was it over $100,000? 
 
              Under   $15,000-  $30,000-  $50,000- $75,000-  Over    
 
 
            $15,000  $29,999   $49,999   $74,999  $100,000  $100,000 Refused 

6/6-11/08      8        15       16        25        11        17       9       
 
 
Gender              
                   Male      Female 

 
6/6-11/08   48        52 
 


	     

